
                             
 

Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Umbelliferae; wild parsnip, wild carrot, parsley,  dill 
Size:  Medium - Large 

                           
 
Habitat:  Woods edge 
Host Plant:  Cherry, aspen and other trees 
Size:  Large 

 
 
Habitat:  Woodlands and open areas near woodlands 
Host Plant:  Prickly ash  
Size:  Very Large  

 
 
Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Clover, alfalfa 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Alfalfa and relatives 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Dray grasslands 
Host Plant:  Sorrel, dock and relatives 
Size:  Tiny 

 
 
Habitat:  Grasslands, woods edge 
Host Plant:  Violets 
Size:  Large 

 
 
Habitat:  Wet grasslands 
Host Plant:  Turltehead, plantain 
Size:  Medium 

  
 
Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Asters 
Size:  Small to Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Open areas with flowers 
Host Plant:  Thistles and many other plants 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Woods edge 
Host Plant:  Elm, hackberry, nettles 
Size:  Medium 

    
 
Habitat:  Woods edge 
Host Plant:  Elm, nettles 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
 
Habitat:  Open areas with flowers 
Host Plant:  Thistles and many other plants 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
 
Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Milkweed 
Size:  Large 

 
 
 
Habitat:  Moist shrubby areas 
Host Plant:  Willows, aspens, some fruit trees 
Size:  Medium - Large 
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Common Butterflies of Southeast Minnesota 
   

*Indicates the species is abundant in Se Minnesota. 

 

Host Plant noted is for the pupa/caterpillar stage as adult butterflies are generalists and will nectar on most flowers available. 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
Habitat:  Moist woods edge 
Host Plant:  Nettles 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Moist woods edge, although possible anywhere 
Host Plant:  Nettles 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Grasslands and weedy areas 
Host Plant:  Snapdragons, plantains 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Lawns, grasslands 
Host Plant:  Legumes 
Size:  Tiny 

 
 
Habitat:  Woods edge, shrubs 
Host Plant:  Dogwood, cherry, meadowsweet 
Size:  Small 

 
 
Habitat:  Open areas 
Host Plant:  Mustards, cabbage family 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Flowery meadows 
Host Plant:  Each has specific requirements 
Size:  Small - Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Grassy woods 
Host Plant:  Grasses 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Wet meadows 
Host Plant:  Sedges 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Grassy meadows 
Host Plant:  Grasses 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Woods edge, esp near water 
Host Plant:  Grasses 
Size:  Medium 

  
 
Habitat:  Woods edge 
Host Plant:  Locust, woody legumes 
Size:  Small - Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Open woods 
Host Plant:  Hackberry 
Size:  Medium 

  
 
Habitat:  Moist woods 
Host Plant:  Cherry, aspen, poplar, etc 
Size:  Medium 

 
 
Habitat:  Open areas in or near woods 
Host Plant:  Willows, aspens, birches, elm, etc 
Size:  Medium 
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Whitewater State Park, 2011. 
 
Sources include:    Google Images, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Mo Whalen, Wisconsin Butterflies at www.wisconsinbutterflies.org and the Zumbro Valley Audubon Club. 
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